
 

TRUFFLE CAPITAL & THE INSTITUT PASTEUR CREATE SPIKIMM 

TO DEVELOP MONOCLONAL ANTIBODIES AS AN INNOVATIVE 

TREATMENT FOR COVID-19 
 

Paris, May 6, 2021  

The new biotech start-up, SpikImm SAS, created by Truffle Capital, has recently signed an exclusive 

worldwide license agreement with the Institut Pasteur for the development of anti-SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-

19) monoclonal antibodies for therapeutic and diagnostic use. 

Monoclonal antibody therapy is one of the most innovative ways currently available to treat Covid-19 

patients and prevent severe forms of the disease from developing. This immunotherapy offers several 

therapeutic advantages which have already been proven in clinical trials. Antibodies developed by 

SpikImm have been generated in the laboratory of Humoral Immunology at the Institut Pasteur through 

an innovative process enabling the screening and selection of human SARS-CoV-2 neutralizing 

antibodies. An international patent application has been filed by the Institut Pasteur. 

SpikImm is financed by Truffle Capital and its BioMedTech fund: it is the second cooperation between 

the Institut Pasteur and Truffle Capital, following in the footsteps of the BioTech Diaccurate. 

SpikImm's objective is to fast-track pre-clinical and clinical development in Europe, North America and 

Brazil. Diagnostic application of monoclonal antibodies will also be developed. 

Dr. Philippe Pouletty, CEO and co-founder of Truffle Capital and Chairman of SpikImm states: 

"We are delighted to have signed this exclusive worldwide license agreement with the Institut Pasteur 

and we are impressed by the science quality. The therapeutic monoclonal antibody approach is currently 

very promising, and we are proud to continue to contribute to the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic 

which is affecting our planet. COVID-19 pathophysiology is complex and, as such, we must remain 

cautious about the potential success of these monoclonal antibodies. We will focus on an accelerated 

pharmaceutical and clinical development while complying with international regulatory and clinical best 

practices". 

Isabelle Buckle, Director of the Research Applications and Industrial Relations Department 

(DARRI) at the Institut Pasteur states: 

"One of the Institut Pasteur’s missions is to develop its research applications to improve the health of all 

people. Since the first days of the epidemic, we have mobilized our efforts towards the fight against 

COVID-19. This project on monoclonal antibodies, which is the result of our Institute's fundamental 

research, is a clear example of the success of our innovation development model. At an early stage, we 

were able to identify a project with significant development potential and offer our support to swiftly 

transfer the technology to a leading manufacturing partner, Truffle Capital, which was prepared to take 

risks". 

 

  



 

About Truffle Capital 

Founded in 2001, Truffle Capital is an independent European Venture Capital firm specializing in Life Sciences (MedTech and 

BioTech) and disruptive technologies in the I.T. sector (FinTech and InsurTech). Truffle Capital's mission is to support the creation 

and development of young innovative companies capable of becoming tomorrow's leaders. Chaired by Patrick Kron and managed 

by Dr. Philippe Pouletty and Bernard-Louis Roques, co-founders and CEOs, Truffle Capital has €700 million in assets under 

management. It has raised more than €1.1 billion since its creation and has supported more than 70 companies in the digital 

technology and life sciences sectors. In 2019, Truffle Capital has announced the raising of nearly €400 million in new institutional 

funds, including €250 million in BioMedTech. 

More information: www.truffle.com — Twitter : @trufflecapital 

About the Institut Pasteur and the Institut Pasteur International Network 

The Institut Pasteur, a non-profit foundation with recognized charitable status set up by Louis Pasteur in 1887, is today an 

internationally renowned center for biomedical research with a network of 33 members worldwide. In the pursuit of its mission to 

prevent and control diseases in France and throughout the world, the Institut Pasteur operates in four main areas: research, public 

health, education and training, and development of research applications. More than 2,800 people work on its Paris campus. The 

Institut Pasteur is a globally recognized leader in infectious diseases, microbiology, and immunology. Other avenues of 

investigation include cancer, genetic and neurodegenerative diseases, genomics and developmental biology. This research aims 

to expand our knowledge of the living world in a bid to lay the foundations for new prevention strategies and novel therapeutics. 

Since its inception, 10 Institut Pasteur scientists have been awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine, including two in 2008 for the 

1983 discovery of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) that causes AIDS. 

More information: www.pasteur.fr/en 
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Contacts Truffle Capital 

DGM Conseil  

Quentin Hua – quentin.hua@dgm-conseil.fr 
Thomas de Climens – thomasdeclimens@dgm-conseil.fr 
Tel. : +33 1 40 70 11 89 / +33 6 14 50 15 84 / +33 6 28 63 27 29 

Contacts Institut Pasteur 

Aurélie Perthuison, Myriam Rebeyrotte –  presse@pasteur.fr 
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